
House Approves Teague Water and Renewable Energy Amendment

Washington, DC - Thursday, the House of Representatives approved by a vote of 423-1 an
amendment by Congressman Harry Teague to HR 1145, the National Water Research and
Development Initiative Act. The Teague amendment calls for an analysis of the energy required
to provide reliable water supplies and of the water required for the production of alternative and
renewable energy resources.       

The House also approved the National Water Research and Development Initiative Act by a
vote of 413 to 10. The bill, which now includes the Teague Amendment, coordinates national
research and development efforts on water and provides a clear path forward to ensure
adequate water supplies for generations to come. It will ensure that we have an effective
national water strategy that uses federal research and development dollars efficiently and
eliminates redundant programs.

  

Below is Congressman Teague's statement in support of his amendment to HR 1145, the
National Water Research and Development Initiative Act.

  

Mr. Chairman, my amendment is about something simple - laying yet another block in the
foundation on which we can achieve energy independence.

  

Personally, I'm an oilman. Always have been. Always will be. And one of the first things I found
out when I started working in the oil fields at age 17 is that sometimes when you drill a well, you
get a lot of water out of it. Once you've done that, you've got to figure out what to do with all that
water: Can you put it into a stream? Do you need to reinject it into the earth? Can we use it for
something else?

  

It's a question as old as the oil and gas industry. Just as the relationship between water and
energy is as old as water itself. And as we look toward achieving energy independence through
a focus on renewable and alternative energy - creating jobs, bolstering our national security and
improving our environment along the way - we are going to have to better understand that
important and ancient connection.

  

My amendment ensures that the relationship between renewable energy development and
water resources is established as a priority for federal water planning, research and
development.
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Mr. Chairman/Madam Chairwoman, we are proponents of wind, sun and biofuels because they
are renewable resources. But water is not. If we draw down our aquifers to the point that they
cannot recover and tax our rivers to extinction, much of the American West will be
unrecognizable.

  

That is not an option. And not harnessing the abundant renewable resources we possess in
places like New Mexico is not an option either.

  

Research, planning, and the development of new technologies will free us to develop energy in
harmony with our environment and with needed resources like fresh water.

  

When we site solar farms, we need to consider not only the sun's intensity, but the proximity
and sustainability of needed water resources as well.

  

When choosing a path toward the production of biofuels on a massive scale, we need to ask --
what are the implications for freshwater of developing corn based ethanol in the Midwest versus
algae-based biofuel in the deserts of New Mexico?

  

When we consider wind, nuclear and every other component of a comprehensive plan to move
our nation toward energy independence, we need to know, what the implications are for our
precious fresh water resources.

  

There's even a biodiesel producer in my district called Cetane Energy that produces fresh water
as part of its fuel production process. That adds an interesting dynamic to the water intensity of
Cetane's production - and is exactly the sort of thing that we need to better understand as we
expand our renewable energy portfolio and move toward energy independence.

  

I reserve the balance of my time.

  

###
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